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MISSOULA--
The Unive r s i t y  of M o ntana has signed four high school football players from 
Wash i n g t o n  to national letters of intent.
Larry Wenzel, an all-state guard, was one of three Spokane athletes chosen to 
compete in the Wash i n g t o n  N o r t h - S o u t h  Shrine football game. While at East V a lley High 
School, Wenzel also competed on the basketball and track teams. Grizzly coaches are high 
on Wenzel's (6-4, 210) college potential. "He's an outsta n d i n g  o f f ensive lineman with 
excellent quickness," said Gary Ekegren, assistant coach for the Grizzlies. "We're 
p leased to have a p l a y e r  of Larry's calibre choose UM." Wenzel intends to enroll in 
UM's business school.
Another Spokane athlete, 6-3, 212-pound Gordon Bledsoe of Central V a l l e y  High
School, was an all-city offensive lineman last season. "Gordon has good size and quick
feet. He should be a fine lineman for us," Coach E kegren said. Bledsoe also excells in
the
track and has t h r own/javelin over 200 feet. He also plans to major in busi n e s s  at UM.
Rich Burtness, a 6-4, 200-pound tight end, was re c r u i t e d  from A n a c ortes H i g h  School 
north of Seattle. Burtness is an excellent student and will ma j o r  in business. "We 
know he'll give us immediate help at tight end, b e cause we don't have m uch depth there," 
said Ekegren. The Grizzlies have only one veteran tight end r e t urning this season.
Burtness also was a member of the track and basketball teams at Anacortes.
"We're really excited about getting Mike C a r r oll," Coach Ekegren said. "He was 
one of the best players in his league. We expect h i m  to be able to p l a y  early in his 
career." Carroll, a 6-3, 210-pound linebacker, p l a y e d  for E v e rgreen H igh School in 
Seattle. Despite a late season injury, he was na m e d  to the a l l - North Puget Sound C o n ference 
defensive team. Mike is also a fine student and will enter the b usiness school at the 
University of Montana.
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